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Please read in conjunction with other briefing documents 

 

CONCERTS 
1. Unless otherwise stated on your itinerary, all evening concerts start at 7:30pm. 

2. Choirs should be at venues at least 30 minutes beforehand.  The intention is that concerts 

finish by 9:30pm. 

3. There are experienced compères at all concerts.  It is their job to warm up audiences, cover 

choir movements, etc.  

4. No one from within a choir will be required to address the audience in any way. 

5. Audience applause will almost always follow every item unless the compère is specifically 

briefed in advance that this should be avoided (for example where a choir is singing a few 

movements of a piece and applause would interrupt its flow). 

6. Because of journey times from hotels where evening meals will have been served, it is 

unlikely that any rehearsal time will be available at the venue.  

7. Choirs need to be flexible with regards to standing position.  Sometimes, the space available 

for choirs is not as large or as tiered as might be ideal. 

8. Piano positions cannot be moved for different choirs in any one concert.  Normally, the 

piano will be on the right of the choir but it depends entirely on the space available at the 

venue.  Church organs may be available but I would need to know by mid-April whether a 

choir would need one as its use needs to be negotiated.  The use of the organ at a venue is 

always subject to permission of the church elders, priest or PCC, and no guarantee can be 

given that an organ will be available. 

9. Tiering for choirs cannot be guaranteed.  In Anglican churches and the Cathedral, the 

Chancel steps may well provide sufficient tiering for choirs. 

10. Concerts usually consist of four choirs.  Each choir sings its own set.  No joint items are sung 

(with the possible exception of Trelawney1). 

11. Encores are NOT allowed no matter how much the audience wants one.  It is not fair on 

other choirs in the concert if one choir performs an encore and others are not quite so 

encouraged.   

12. Audiences are always enthusiastic and their applause should be acknowledged by MDs.  

Please do not forget to acknowledge your accompanists too (if you have one)! 

13. Cornish host choirs will have made contact with you and possibly invited you to an 

afterglow.  In the past choirs have occasionally experienced difficulties because of coach 

drivers’ hours regulations.  

                                                             
1 At the end of a concert, it is a frequent custom to sing the (informal) Cornish anthem Trelawny.  This will 

often be unaccompanied and everyone, choirs and audience, will join in.  Words and music for Trelawny are on 

the internet and at cimcf.uk/information. 

http://www.cimcf.uk/
http://www.cimcf.uk/information
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14. Discuss your itinerary with your transport company to ensure you are able to make the best 

of the social opportunities offered. 

15. Please try to ensure that your daytime schedule does not compromise after concert 

enjoyment. 

 

DAYTIME ACTIVITIES 
16. I encourage you and members of your choir to participate in the symposium on Sunday 5 

May.  Held in Truro, it promises to include excellent, challenging content and has been 

organised with the intention of interesting musical directors, committee members and 

singers alike.  A separate booking sheet will be available for this activity. 

17. Choirs visiting the Eden Project, Trebah Garden, Pendennis Castle, etc. will have these visits 

included in their itineraries.  These timings must be adhered to for it all to work.  Coach 

access to the venues needs to be staggered according to the timetable, already issued.  

Otherwise neither the venue nor our staff will be able to cope!  Singing in these venues is 

always to a passing audience.  Some will stay, encourage and listen.  Others will simply walk 

on by!  Electronic instruments will be available at the venues (except the Minack Theatre 

where no instrument is provided).  No choir amplification will be available.  Choirs will be 

responsible for announcing their own programme but will be introduced.  Please make sure 

your MC can be heard! 

18. If you have any queries, please read though all available documentation before contacting 

me either by email or on by phoning me. 

 

CONCERT REPERTOIRE SELECTION 
19. Festival concerts comprise three or four choirs singing one or more sets of pieces each.  Sets 

are usually of no more than 18 minutes duration to allow for movement of choirs on and off 

stage, afterglow arrangements, and the compère!  Unless otherwise stated, concerts will 

start at 7:30pm.  This should give additional, very important social time.  However, bus 

driver hours regulations may limit the length of time choirs can stay. 

20. There will be no intervals at any concerts. 

21. Once agreed, programme details are final and are printed in the full Festival Souvenir 

Programme, details of which will be circulated in April 2019.  

22. Repertoire changes are not allowed on the night. 

 

 

 

Gareth Churcher 

Festival Artistic Director 

CIMCF 2019 

http://www.cimcf.uk/

